INTRODUCTION
The green-winged saltator Saltator similis Lafresnaye and D'Orbigny, 1837 is a native bird of South America. This species has a large range, with an estimated global extent of occurrence of 3,100,000 km
MATERIAL AND METHODS

Samples.
Fecal samples were collected from a cage bird, green-winged saltator, at the west zone in the City of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. They were placed into plastic vials containing potassium dichromate solution (K 2 Cr 2 O 7 ) at 2.5% 1:6 v/v and transported to the Laboratório de Coccídios e Coccidioses at Projeto Sanidade Animal (Embrapa/UFRRJ), Departamento de Parasitologia Animal, Instituto de Veterinária da Universidade Federal Rural do Rio de Janeiro. To induce sporulation, the fecal material was filtrated with double gauze and placed on Petri dishes at room temperature (23-28°C) for ten days, until most oocysts are sporulated. Oocysts were recovered from the fecal samples by using saturated sugar flotation technique according Duszinsky and Wilber (1997) .
Morphology. Morphological observations and measurements were performed by using a binocular microscope Carl Zeiss with apochromatic oil immersion objective and ocular micrometer K-15X PZO (Poland). Line drawings were prepared with a binocular microscope Wild M-20 with drawing tube.
Photographies. Pictures were prepared by using a digital camera model CD Mavica MVC-CD250 Sony®. Levine, 1982 Morphology. Oocysts (Figures 1and 2) DISCUSSION According to the data presented above the oocysts found in the green-winged saltator, S. similis, belongs to the species of I. vanriperorum. This species was originally described as I. cardinalis by Levine et al. (1980) , with others new species: I. brayi, I. ivensae, I. loxopis and I. phaernis. However, as this name was preoccupied for Gottschalk (1972) , it was later renamed by Levine (1982) as I. vanriperorum. Numerous coccidia have been described from birds of Emberizidae family. Isospora emberizae (MANDAL; CHAKRAVARTY,1964) , whose host Emberiza bruniceps (MCQUISTION, 1990) , whose host Geospiza fortis (Medium-ground finch) (Emberezidae: Emberezinae) is also observed in Galapagos Islands, inhabit South America. Theses species meet in geographic isolation disabling the hypothesis of cross transmission.
RESULTS
Isospora vanriperorum
In the American continent, 10 species of Isospora were described in birds simpatric with Saltator similis of Emberizidae family: I. paroariae reported by Upton et al. (1985) from the red-crested cardinal, Paroaria coronata (Emberezidae: Emberezinae), differs from the oocysts described in this paper because of a bi-layered wall and no polar granule.
McQuistion and Capparella (1992) described I. pityli and I. formarum from slate-colored grosbeak Saltator grossus (= Pitylus grossus) (Emberezidae: Cardinalinae) in Ecuador. Isospora pityli differs completely, therefore the oocysts are smaller (20-20.5 by 17-20μm), presents bi-layered wall and no polar granule and substieda body are observed. Isospora formarum is different by presenting bi-layered wall, the substieda body is larger and triangular and no presents polar granule.
Isospora tiaris by Ball and Daszak (1997) , was described from soot grassquit, Tiaris fuliginosa (Emberezidae: Emberezinae) in Venezuela. are smaller than those described in this paper and present bilayered wall.
Carvalho Filho et al. (2005) , identified three new species from the double-collared seed eater, Sporophila caurelescens (Emberezidae: Emberezinae), from Eastern Brazil: Isospora sporophilae, I. flausinoi and I. teixeirafilhoi. First of all, these three species differ by having bi-layered wall and no present substieda body and, in second; the diameters of oocysts of the I. flausinoi (14-20.00 by 13.60-20.00) and I. teixeirafilhoi (15.60-19.40 by 14.20-18.80 ) are smaller.
Recently, Silva et al. (2006) identified three new species from the lesser seed-finch Oryzoborus angolensis from Brazil. Isospora curio and I. braziliensis. Both do not have a polar granule and substieda body; however I. paranaensis of the same host had a similar morphology with the oocysts described in this paper, excepted the substieda body which is large and prominent in the I. paranaensis sporocysts, while in the sporocysts described in this paper were barely discernible.
Descriptions of Isospora species in subfamily Cardinalinae, where C. cardinalis and S. similis, are inserted and scarce. Beyond Levine et al. (1980) and this paper that described I. vanriperorum in Brazil, only McQuistion and Capparella (1992) have described two others species, I. pityli and I. formarum from the slate-colored grosbeak, P. grossus in Ecuador.
